
Spring Mill State Park 

 

All programs are free unless otherwise noted. 
 

Programs at all our state parks and reservoirs: www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/12066.htm
 

Nature Center 
Open Daily 10am-5pm 

Virgil I. Grissom Memorial 
Closed for Renovations 

Pioneer Village 
Closed for the Season 

(Open only for special programs) 

Twin Caves Boat Tours 
Closed for the Season 

Mountain Bike Rental 
Closed for the Season 

Campground Hayrides 
Closed for the Season 

 
Hoosier Quest Series 

Ask a park interpreter how you can 
earn patches, bandannas, and other 

items during your visit! 

Please arrive on time for scheduled programs. 
Spring Mill State Park follows Eastern Daylight Time. 

Public programs are designed for individuals and families.
If you will be bringing an organized group, contact the Nature 

Center in advance for a copy of our program catalogue and schedule a 
private program just for your group. (812) 849-4129 

 
Get advance notice of special events and programs! 

Sign up for our email list at the Nature Center, Pioneer Village Grist Mill, 
Spring Mill Inn, or email springmillstatepark-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

HP-HP  Healthy Parks – Healthy People 
Get “INShape” with us, and discover what it takes to keep a state park healthy. 

December 2008  
Monday, December 1 & Tuesday, December 2 
The ENTIRE PARK is CLOSED as we conduct controlled hunts to 
manage the white-tailed deer population. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Friday, December 5 
5p-9p  Holiday in the Village – Candles glow in the windows and 

lamps light the rooms, as the Pioneer Village prepares to 
celebrate an 1863 Christmas.  Savor the smell the wassail 
simmering on the stove and holiday cookies baking in the 
oven, as pioneer heritage interpreters craft holiday gifts and 
decorations. Don’t forget to bring your children over to the 
Gristmill to meet Father Christmas! Pioneer Village. 

Why are deer hunts necessary in a state park? 
Wolves used to play a significant role in controlling the deer population, but, due 
to human intervention, there are no longer any wild wolves living in Indiana. Left 
unchecked, deer populations expand to unhealthy levels – resulting in starvation, 
disease, and habitat degradation due to excessive plant browsing (which, in turn, 

places pressure on other wildlife populations that rely on those plants). 



Saturday, December 6 
11a-1p Deck the Halls… of the Nature Center! – Drop in and 

help us prepare the Nature Center for the winter season by 
painting the windows with winter scenes, cutting out paper 
snowflakes, and creating other winter season decorations to 
display. Nature Center. 

1p-9p  Holiday in the Village – Candles glow in the windows and 
lamps light the rooms, as the Pioneer Village prepares to 
celebrate an 1863 Christmas.  Savor the smell the wassail 
simmering on the stove and holiday cookies baking in the 
oven, as pioneer heritage interpreters craft holiday gifts and 
decorations. Don’t forget to bring your children over to the 
Gristmill to meet Father Christmas! Pioneer Village. 

6pm  Holiday Campsite Decorating Contest – Bring your 
seasonal decorating flair to the campground and turn it 
loose on your campsite! All decorations must be in place 
by 6:00pm; decorating a campsite automatically enters you 
into the contest. Judges will award prizes to the top three 
campsites by 7:30pm. 

 

Sunday, December 7 
1:30pm Goosey Goosey Gander – Did you know there are two 

categories of Canada geese – and only one of them heads 
south for the winter? We’ll go on short hike to look for 
geese on the lake, then make a simple “flying geese” 
bookmark. Meet in front of the Nature Center (1 hr). 

Saturday, December 13 
1:30pm  A Children’s Pioneer Christmas – Children will discover 

what Christmas was like during the late 1800s as they play 
period games and make pioneer crafts to take home. 
Participants should check-in at the Gristmill in the Pioneer 
Village by no later than 1:45pm. The event will conclude at 
3:30pm. Recommended for ages 6-12. Cost is $5/child; 
limited to 40 children* Pre-registration required by 4pm 
on December 5 to the Park Office at 812-849-4129. 
*Accompanying adults are free of charge – please, no more 
than one adult per child. 

Sunday, December 14 
2:00pm Cemetery Stroll – Explore the significance of the 

inscriptions and symbols carved into gravestones. Meet at 
Hamer Cemetery (30 min). 

Saturday, December 20 
3:00pm Hitchhiker Hike – Join us on an off-trail hike to look at winter 

weeds… in particular, the ones that spread their seeds by 
“hitchhiking” a ride on us and other animals. Feel free to bring 
along your four-legged hiking companion (leashes required) – this 
will be a dog-friendly excursion! Meet at the Youth Tent parking lot 
in the Campground (45 min). 

Sunday, December 21 
1:30pm Track It Down – We’ll go on a search for animal tracks and 

signs… from turkey wallows to beaver chews. Meet in front of the 
Nature Center (1 hr). 



Thursday, December 25 
Nature Center & Grissom Memorial are CLOSED TODAY. 

Friday, December 26 
3:30pm Bugs in Winter – We’ll take some time to search the woods for 

insects – both active and hibernating – then come back inside for a 
quick bug craft. Meet in front of the Nature Center (45 min). 

Saturday, December 27 
1:00pm Winter Wander Hike - Explore an area of the park that 

can only be visited during the winter (and when 
accompanied by park staff!). We’ll wander the area 
west of the Nature Center and see what we can find. 
Meet in front of the Nature Center (2 hr). 

3p-4:30p Winter Bonfire – This year’s bonfire is a “sassafras 
social.” Stop by to enjoy warm sassafras tea made over 
the campfire and sweetened with maple syrup! Come on 
over to the Campground and follow the signs to the 
bonfire location. 

Sunday, December 28 
2:00pm One Valley, Three Caves – Join us on a hike to the 

entrances of three caves located in the Pioneer Village 
valley and explore the natural and cultural history 
associated with each one. Meet at the Concession Stand 
outside the Pioneer Village (45 min). 

Monday, December 29 
11:00am Winter Wonders Craft Workshop – Take advantage of 

your winter break by joining us to make a fleece hat, hand-
colored pillar candle, and a hanging jar lantern. You’ll also 
enjoy a buffet lunch at the Millstone Dining Room. Cost is 
$20/person and includes the buffet lunch; limited to 15 
participants. Craft examples will be on display at the 
Nature Center beginning December 5. Pre-registration is 
required by December 24; call the Spring Mill Inn at 812-
849-4081 to register. Spring Mill Inn, Oak Room (3 hr). 

Tuesday, December 30 
11:00am Walking with Wilson – Join us on a leisurely walk to look for 

birds and visit the Wilson Monument – a memorial to 
America’s first ornithologist. Meet at Sycamore Shelter (1 hr). 

Wednesday, December 31 
1:30pm Capturing the Winter – Preserve your memories of the 

winter months with a hand-crafted nature journal! After 
constructing our journals, we’ll head outside to make our 
first entries. Nature Center (1 hr). 

 
Winter came down to our home one night 

Quietly pirouetting in 
on silvery-toed slippers of snow, 

And we, we were children once again. 
~Bill Morgan, Jr. 


